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We are Updating our Website! 
 
 

We decided to start this new decade off right by updating our website. The new site is 
still under construction, but we hope to have it complete before the end of February.  
The new site will have information about our firm, as well as a lot of helpful 
information in the areas that our firm practices.  Additionally, we will have a blog 
where we can post up-to-date changes in the law and general points of interest.  
 
Thank you for all of the comments and posts that you have made on  our firm's Fan 
Page on Facebook.  If you have not yet joined as a Fan, we welcome you to do so at:  
Bradie Law Fans.  
 
  
Cordially, 
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Valentine's Day is Coming - Show Your Love!!! 
 
 
 
 

Since Valentine's Day is a time that we often think  of the ones 
we love, it is a good time to remember to make sure that your 
family is well taken care of too.  
 
This is a good time to review the beneficiary designations on 
your life insurance policies, IRA's, 401(k)s and other 
retirement accounts, investment portfolios and even checking, 
savings and money market accounts.  
 
    *  Do you know who your beneficiaries are?  
    *  Are they named in the order that you want?  
    *  Have any of them married, divorced or changed names?  
    *  Have any of them died?  
    *  Are any of them minor children or lost capacity?  
    *  Do you want to change the percentage that a beneficiary gets? 
 
 
This is also an excellent time to review you Wills, and Powers of Attorney. Do your 
documents still do what you want them to do?  Are the people named in the order 
that you want?  
 
Some things that may make changes to your documents necessary are: 
 
    *  Marriages or remarriages 
    *  Divorces or pending divorces 
    *  Births and/or Adoptions 
    *  Deaths and Incapacity 
    *  Children growing up and becoming adults 
    *  People moving away 
    *  Changes in Tax laws 



 
 
Sometimes when folks have moved away, it may be beneficial to change the order of 
Executors, Trustees or Agents.  Have any of the people named lost capacity or have 
any special needs?  Might some property have to be held in trust? Do you now have 
a blended family?  Have the family situations of the people you have named cause 
them to now not be able to act as an Executor, Trustee or Agent?  Might you want to 
name a child as alternate an Executor, Trustee or Agent that had been a minor child 
when your original documents were prepared? 
 
Another reason you many need to change your Will or estate plan is changes in tax 
laws.  Has Congress lowered the exemption amount before Federal Estate Tax kicks 
in?  Has your estate grown to the point where you may have a taxable estate?  Have 
you increased the amount of insurance that you carry?  (Uncle Sam will look at that 
as part of your taxable estate.)  
 
You should review your documents and beneficiary designations at least every 3 to 5 
years, or sooner if you know that you have had some major family changes. 
 
If no changes are needed, put your documents away, and know that that your 
paperwork is in order and that your family will be taken care of.  If you need to make 
some changes, don't put it off.  You will feel much better knowing that your 
beneficiary designations name the folks that you want, and your documents do what 
you want them to do. 
 
If you have any questions about your documents or don't understand what they do, 
please give us a call and we will be happy to go over them with you. 
 
I hope that you have a wonderful Valentine's Day! 
 
  
(I want to thank John Thees for suggesting this topic.  If you have a topic you think would be of 
interest, please let us know!) 
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Earned Income Tax Credit 

 
Texas Comptroller Susan Combs says a slow economy means 
more Texas families may qualify to claim the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) on their federal income tax.   
 
EITC refunds are based on family size and income. 

• Families with three or more children and less than $48,279 in earned income 
during 2009 may qualify for a tax credit up to $5,657.   

• The EITC is also available to families with two children and an earned income 
less than $45,295, who can claim a tax credit up to $5,028.   

• Families with one child earning less than $40,463 may qualify for a tax credit 
up to $3,043.   

• For a childless family earning less than $18,440, a credit up to $457 is 
available.  

 
___________________________________________________________ 

Please click to continue receiving our Newsletters: 

 
About Our Law Firm 

 
Our family owned firm was formed in 1991. Our attorneys practice primarily in the areas of business creation and support, business litigation, 
and commercial collections. We also handle Will preparation, probate and estate planning.  Please let us know if we may be of assistance. 

  
 

 Disclaimer and Notice: 
No statement made herein is intended to create an attorney-client relationship or constitute specific advice on a legal matter unless 
otherwise agreed to in writing by the Law Firm of Bradie, Bradie & Bradie.  If you have received this communication in error, please 
immediately notify the sender by return email. If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, please notify the sender, or click on 
the Safe Unsubscribe link below.  Thank you. 
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